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PLAN TRUST FUND ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, please submit the 
following article into the RECORD.

[From the Washington Post, Sun. Apr. 30, 
2000] 

AIDS IS DECLARED THREAT TO SECURITY—
WHITE HOUSE FEARS EPIDEMIC COULD DE-
STABILIZE WORLD 

(By Barton Gellman) 
Convinced that the global spread of AIDS 

is reaching catastrophic dimensions, the 
Clinton administration has formally des-
ignated the disease for the first time as a 
threat to U.S. national security that could 
topple foreign governments, touch off ethnic 
wars and undo decades of work in building 
free-market democracies abroad. 

The National Security Council, which has 
never before been involved in combating an 
infectious disease, is directing a rapid reas-
sessment of the government’s efforts. The 
new push is reflected in the doubling of budg-
et requests—to $254 million—to combat AIDS 
overseas and in the creation on Feb. 8 of a 
White House interagency working group. The 
group has been instructed to ‘‘develop a se-
ries of expanded initiatives to drive the 
international efforts’’ to combat the disease. 

Top officials and some members of Con-
gress contemplate much higher spending lev-
els. The urgency of addressing AIDS has also 
touched off internal disputes over long-set-
tled positions on trade policy and on legal 
requirements that aid contractors buy only 
American supplies. 

The new effort—described by its architects 
as tardy and not commensurate with the size 
of the crisis—was spurred last year by U.S. 
intelligence reports that looked at the 
pandemic’s broadest consequences for for-
eign governments and societies, particularly 
in Africa. A National Intelligence Estimate 
prepared in January, representing consensus 
among government analysts, projected that 
a quarter of southern Africa’s population is 
likely to die of AIDS and that the number of 
people dying of the disease will rise for a 
decade before there is much prospect of im-
provement. Based on current trends, that 
disastrous course could be repeated, perhaps 
exceeded, in south Asia and the former So-
viet Union. 

‘‘At least some of the hardest-hit coun-
tries, initially in sub-Saharan Africa and 
later in other regions, will face a demo-
graphic catastrophe’’ over the next 20 years, 
the study said. ‘‘This will further impoverish 
the poor and often the middle class and 
produce a huge and impoverished orphan co-
hort unable to cope and vulnerable to exploi-
tation and radicalization.’’

Dramatic declines in life expectancy, the 
study said, are the strongest risk factor for 
‘‘revolutionary wars, ethnic wars, genocides 
and disruptive regime transitions’’ in the de-
veloping world. Based on historical analysis 
of 75 factors that tend to destabilize govern-
ments, the authors said the social con-
sequences of AIDS appear to have ‘‘a particu-
larly strong correlation with the likelihood 
of state failure in partial democracies.’’

Another mobilizing factor is American pol-
itics. African American leaders, such as 
former representative Ron Dellums (D-Calif.) 

and Rep. Jesse L. Jackson Jr. (D-Ill), have 
adopted the cause of AIDS in Africa. Their 
interest is converging with that of long-
standing AIDS activists in the United States 
and Europe, where the course of the epidemic 
has been slowed by preventive efforts and 
life-saving combinations of anti-retroviral 
drugs. They are angry at policies that price 
those medicines beyond the reach of the de-
veloping world. 

In June, those activists disrupted Vice 
President Gore’s presidential campaign an-
nouncement in Carthage, Tenn., and two 
other speeches that week—‘‘blindsiding us 
completely,’’ as one senior adviser put it. 
The activists, and several senior Clinton ad-
ministration officials, say that pressure ac-
celerated the White House’s response. 

There is no recent precedent for treating 
disease as a security threat. So unfamiliar 
are public health agencies with the appa-
ratus of national defense that one early task 
force meeting was delayed when co-chair-
woman Sandra Thurman, whose Office of Na-
tional AIDS Policy is across the street from 
the White House, could not find the Situa-
tion Room. 

For all the stakes they now describe, Clin-
ton administration officials do not con-
template addressing them on a scale associ-
ated with traditional security priorities. 
Gore’s national security adviser, Leon 
Fuerth, freely acknowledged that the 2001 
budget request of $254 million to combat 
AIDS abroad—a sum surpassed, for example, 
by drone aircraft in the Pentagon budget—
provides ‘‘resources that are inadequate for 
the task.’’ He called the work of the task 
force ‘‘an iterative process’’ aimed at slow-
ing the plague’s rate of increase and alle-
viating some of its effects. Before this year, 
federal spending on AIDS overseas remained 
relatively flat. 

Other officials noted that the United 
States has endorsed U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan’s declared five-year goal of re-
ducing the rate of new infections by 25 per-
cent. That falls close to the CIA’s best-case, 
and least probable, scenario. Because such a 
turn of events would demand resources from 
U.S. allies and multinational bodies, the new 
White House group has been instructed to 
‘‘develop a series of expanded initiatives to 
drive the international efforts.’’

Fuerth, a member of the ‘‘principals com-
mittee’’ that takes up the most important 
foreign policy questions, told representatives 
from 16 agencies on Feb. 8 that the panel 
wanted a package of proposals for Clinton 
within several weeks. The working group is 
scheduled to finish drafting its proposals in 
May. Fuerth said the government is looking 
for ‘‘the kind of focus and coordination on 
this issue that we normally strive for on na-
tional security issues.’’

‘‘The numbers of people who are dying, the 
impact on elites—like the army, the edu-
cated people, the teachers—is quite severe,’’ 
he said. ‘‘In the end it was a kind of slow-mo-
tion destruction of everything we were try-
ing, in our contact programs and our mili-
tary-to-military programs, to build up, and 
would affect the viability of these societies, 
would affect the stability of the region. . . . 
In the world that we’re facing, the destiny of 
the continent of Africa matters. And it isn’t 
as if this disease is going to stay put in sub-
Saharan Africa.’’

Twenty-three million people are infected 
in sub-Saharan Africa, with new infections 
coming at the rate of roughly 5,000 a day, ac-
cording to World Health Organization fig-
ures. Of 13 million deaths to date, 11 million 
have been in sub-Saharan Africa. In the de-

veloping world, the disease spreads primarily 
through heterosexual contact. 

The intelligence estimate portrays the 
pandemic as the bad side of globalization. 
Accelerating trade and travel—along with 
underlying conditions favorable to the dis-
ease—are pushing much of Asia, and particu-
larly India, toward ‘‘a dramatic increase in 
infectious disease deaths, largely driven by 
the spread of HIV/AIDS,’’ the intelligence re-
port said. ‘‘By 2010, the region could surpass 
Africa in the number of HIV infections.’’ The 
number of infections now is relatively low, 
but the growth rate is high and governments 
have been slow to respond. 

Infections are also growing rapidly, and 
largely unchecked, in the former Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe. The intelligence 
estimate said this growth will ‘‘challenge 
democratic development and transitions and 
possibly contribute to humaniarian emer-
gencies and military conflicts to which the 
United States may need to respond.’’ The re-
port also anticipates that ‘‘infectious dis-
ease-related trade embargoes and restric-
tions on travel and immigration also will 
cause frictions among and with key trading 
partners and other selected states.’’

‘‘The thing that’s most staggering, and 
people are just begnning to grasp, is that Af-
rica is the tip of the iceberg,’’ Thurman said. 
‘‘We are just at the beginning of a pandemic 
the likes of which we have not seen in this 
century, and in the end will probably never 
have seen in history.’’

Senior administration officials, some of 
them apparently frustrated, said that the 
government does not dispute estimates by 
the Joint United Nations Program on HIV/
AIDS that it would take nearly $2 billion to 
fund adequate prevention in Africa, and a 
like sum for treatment. What the United 
States has been spending, by contrast, ‘‘is a 
rounding error for county budgets’’ in Fair-
fax and Montgomery counties, said one dis-
gusted official. 

‘‘I don’t have a fantasy that we’re going to 
go to the Hill and get $5 billion to build Afri-
ca’s health care infrastructure,’’ said one 
senior Africa policymaker. ‘‘We’re trying to 
determine effective steps that need to be 
taken, and can be taken, right now.’’

After initial resistance from U.S. Trade 
Representative Charlene Barshefsky, the 
government has agreed in principle to en-
courage cheaper access to life-saving drugs 
by relaxing hard-line positions that protect 
U.S. drugmakers’ intellectual property. Gore 
has said publicly that the United States does 
not rule out the use by afflicted countries of 
locally made or imported generics of drugs 
under patent by American companies. As-
sistant Trade Representative Joseph 
Papovich has written to the governments of 
Thailand and South Africa with new for-
mulas for resolving intellectual property dis-
putes on such medicines. 

But several participants in the government 
effort said the practical meaning of the 
change, if any, will have to be decided at the 
Cabinet level or by Clinton personally. An 
early test comes in May, when Barshefsky’s 
office decides whether South Africa should 
be removed from the ‘‘watch list’’ of coun-
tries facing potential trade sanctions. South 
Africa is on that list because it passed a law 
the United States initially described as 
threatening to the intellectual property of 
American drug manufacturers. 

With the prospect of substantial new 
spending, agencies ranging from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
and National Institutes of Health to the 
Labor Department are fighting over the allo-
cation of funds. Undersecretary of State 
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Frank Loy, meanwhile, is said by partici-
pants to be resisting the emerging consensus 
that the international AIDS effort should be 
centered in Thurman’s office. 

The task force has also battled over pro-
posals to amend the Foreign Assistance Act, 
which requires all taxpayer-funded aid to 
come from American suppliers. Public health 
agencies want exceptions for condoms and 
AIDS test kits, which can be acquired more 
cheaply overseas. Congress willing, the task 
force is likely to recommend that change. 

The high-profile attention from the top is 
‘‘raising this issue in ways that leaders [of 
afflicted nations] can’t ignore it,’’ one White 
House official said. Richard C. Holbrooke, 
the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, 
used his rotation as Security Council presi-
dent in January to declare a month on Afri-
ca. He made AIDS the subject of the first Se-
curity Council meeting of 2000 and invited 
Gore to speak. When Clinton traveled to 
India in March, he successfully pressed the 
government to issue a joint declaration on 
AIDS. 

Pervading the recent U.S. effort is a strong 
sense among participants of time misspent. 
The virulence of the pandemic are accu-
rately foreseen, and ‘‘the United States 
didn’t exactly cover itself with glory,’’ said 
one close adviser to Clinton. 

‘‘We saw it coming, and we didn’t act as 
quickly as we could have,’’ said Helene D. 
Gayle, a physician who directs AIDS preven-
tion at the CDC. ‘‘I’m not sure what that 
says about how seriously we took it, how se-
riously we took lives in Africa.’’

Peter Piot, a virologist who heads the 
United Nations AIDS efforts in Geneva, said 
‘‘the good news is that the U.S. government 
is mobilizing. The bad news is that it took so 
long. This is not a catastrophe that came out 
of the blue. It has been clearly coming for at 
least 10 years.’’

Asked about those comments, Thurman 
looked pained. 

‘‘Oh yeah,’’ she said softly. ‘‘It’s very late. 
But better late than never. You rarely ever 
get a second chance in an epidemic.’’

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JULIE DENT 
FOR SERVICE TO THE BUSHWICK 
COMMUNITY 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 8, 2000

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rec-
ognize Ms. Julie Dent and honor her for her 
commitment and service to the children and 
families of the Audrey Johnson Day Care Cen-
ter in Bushwick, New York. 

President John F. Kennedy once said 
‘‘Leadership and learning are indispensable to 
each other.’’ Ms. Dent, who was recently hon-
ored by the Friends of Edward Norman with a 
Community Service award, has always worked 
to address the cognitive, social, physical and 
emotional needs of children. 

Before becoming Educational Director at 
Audrey Johnson Day Care Center, Ms. Dent 
served as an Administrative Director and 
teacher at the Horace E. Green Day Care 
Center for a number of years. 

Her community involvement includes serving 
as Second Vice Chair for Community Board 
#4, Chair of the Youth and Education Com-

mittee for the Board, is an active member of 
the Woodhull Hospital Comm. Advisory Board 
and Second Vice Chair of the Bushwick Geo-
graphic Targeting Task Force. 

Ms. Dent’s additional honors include, The 
Professional Association of Day Care Direc-
tors Inc., Service awards from Mayor Giuliani, 
Brooklyn Borough President Howard Golden, 
City Council, Honorable Victor Robles and 
Honorable Martin Dillan, State Legislature 
Honorable Vito Lopez, Honorable Darryl 
Towns and Honorable Ada Smith. 

I honor Julie Dent today for her continued 
commitment to education and for her ongoing 
service to the families and children of our 
community.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 8, 2000

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, on March 
21, 2000 I was unable to be present in this 
chamber when the following votes were called: 
rollcall vote 56, rollcall vote 57 and rollcall vote 
58. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’ on each of these rollcall votes I missed. 
I also missed rollcall vote 61 and had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’. 

On the week of April 10, I was unable to be 
present in this chamber when the following 
votes were called: rollcall vote 111, rollcall 
vote 112, rollcall votes 113 and 114. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on 
each of these rollcall votes I missed. During 
the same week, I also missed rollcall vote 130 
and had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘no’’.

f 

IN HONOR OF THE LEXINGTON 
DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF MANHAT-
TAN 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 8, 2000

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to pay special tribute to the Lex-
ington Democratic Club, a very special and 
important democratic organization in the 
Upper East Side of Manhattan. Over the fifty-
one years of the club’s existence, Mr. Speak-
er, the members of the Lexington Democratic 
Club have forged a more democratic, more in-
clusive form of civic participation in New York 
City. 

The ‘‘Lex Club’’ was the first Reform Club in 
Manhattan. Driven by the belief that openness 
and public deliberation are the key ingredients 
for a healthy democracy, the Lexington Demo-
cratic Club blazed a trail for opponents of top- 
down, closed-door decision making in the po-
litical process. Decisions at the Club are made 
at open meetings of the membership and pa-
tronage positions have been replaced with 
merit-based nomination systems. 

Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, the Lexington 
Democratic Club led the way in reforming the 

system for judicial appointments in New York. 
The Club spearheaded the creation of a sys-
tem where independent experts screen appli-
cants and recommend three candidates to the 
club for every open judicial seat. The Club 
then endorses a final candidate through open 
meetings. 

The Lexington Democratic Club has been 
graced with dynamic leaders since its incep-
tion. Jack Baltzell and Alice Sachs were the 
very first Reform District Leaders in the city 
and they helped make the reform movement a 
major political force in New York. 

Ken Mills, the current President of the Lex 
Club, has increased membership in the club, 
tripled its financial resources, and managed 
the club’s monthly newsletter. More impor-
tantly, Mr. Mills has led the club’s major civic 
efforts—including the successful election of 
candidates and the mobilization of major ten-
ant protests against plans to abolish the city’s 
rent control laws. In short, Ken Mills, aided by 
Niki Stern, the club’s Executive Vice Presi-
dent, and all the club’s members, has revital-
ized the Lex Club and returned it to its place 
as one of the most prestigious civic organiza-
tions in the city. 

Mr. Speaker, I salute the Lexington Demo-
cratic Club of Manhattan and I ask my fellow 
Members of Congress to join me in recog-
nizing the great contributions of the club’s 
membership to the New York community and 
to our democracy.

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WINNERS OF 
THE SECOND NEW HAMPSHIRE 
INTERNET AWARDS, HELD APRIL 
20, 2000

HON. CHARLES F. BASS 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 8, 2000

Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, whereas the Inter-
net has and will continue to play an instru-
mental role in improving the quality of life for 
citizens of New Hampshire and the Nation 
generally; 

Whereas educational opportunity abounds 
for New Hampshire students, formal and life-
long, due to the global nature of the medium; 

Whereas New Hampshire’s economy has 
grown substantially because of its attractive-
ness to high technology entrepreneurs and 
innovators; 

Whereas the Internet has dramatically im-
proved access to New Hampshire’s govern-
ment services and elected officials; 

Whereas the Internet has provided individ-
uals with an unparalleled resource for informa-
tion, goods, and services; 

Whereas New Hampshire residents are 
among the leaders nationally in rates of com-
puter use and Internet access; 

Therefore, be it proclaimed to my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives that the following were recog-
nized and applauded at the Second New 
Hampshire Internet Awards, held April 20, 
2000: 

Best E-Commerce Site 1st place—Kitchen 
Etc. (www.kitchenetc.com) 2nd place—PC 
Connection (www.pcconnection.com) 3rd 
place—Navtronics (www.navtronics.com). 
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